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SENATE BILL NO. 840
AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
(Proposed by the Senate Committee on/for Commerce and Labor

on )

(Patrons Prior to Substitute--Senators Bell and McPike [SB 1039])
A BILL to direct the Safety and Health Codes Board of the Department of Labor and Industry to

promulgate regulations to update the Virginia Occupational Safety and Health Program. Report.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. § 1. That the Safety and Health Codes Board (the Board) of the Department of Labor and

Industry (the Department) shall adopt regulations to the Virginia Occupational Safety and Health Program

(VOSH), regarding cranes and derricks in construction, to allow an active load stabilization mechanism

or passive load stabilization mechanism to be used if necessary to prevent hazardous rotation of a load as

determined by the project manager or safety engineer. For the purposes of this act, "active load

stabilization mechanism" means any external device attached to the bottom hook of a crane or similar

lifting machine that stabilizes any load with computerized control and human input in order to enhance

worker safety, and "passive load stabilization mechanism" means any external device attached to the

bottom hook of a crane or similar lifting machine that uses the natural environment to manipulate any load

with human input.

The Department shall report the final requlations to the Chairmen of the House Committee on

General Laws and the Senate Committee on General Laws and Technology by November 1, 2023. If it is

determined that the adoption of such requlations violates federal law, the Department shall include a

detailed explanation of the reasons why it is not feasible to adopt such requlations in its report.
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